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Vienna BioCenter Scientific Training Programs

Doctoral school of the 
University of Vienna and 

Medical University of Vienna in 
collaboration with GMI, IMBA, 

IMP and Max Perutz Labs. 

Doctoral insights Symposium

10-week research program 
for science undergrads. Over 
2000 applications, from 90+ 

nations.

Talents for future

Interdisciplinary, 
intersectoral Postdoc 

program, EU co-funded with 
3-mentor system.

Leadership program to 
provide team leaders with 

tools to continuously 
improve in their role.

The Alumni Network 
connects current and former 

students and emplyees of 
Vienna BioCenter and offers 

mentoring possibilities.

GMI, IMBA, IMP, Perutz, 
CeMM

GMI, IMBA, IMP, Perutz GMI, IMBA, IMP, Perutz, LeWi, 
CMESS (VBCF, companies)

GMI, IMBA, IMP, VBCF GMI, IMBA, IMP, Perutz
(extendable in the future)

More details on our website: https://training.vbc.ac.at

https://training.vbc.ac.at/


Vienna BioCenter Scientific Training Team

Chiara Ceriotti
PhD program

Theresa Hügel
University affairs

Chris Robinson
Summer school & 
marketing/events

Yan Sun
VIP3 postdoc 

program (EU Co-Fund)

Eva Schmid
Head of scientific training

Carina Baskett
Training and career development

Postdoc affairs

Alumni program Valpuri Selinger
joining in May



Vienna BioCenter PhD Program

Governance: the steering committe
https://training.vbc.ac.at/phd-programme/applications/program-steering-committee/

Student representation: PhD reps
https://training.vbc.ac.at/phd-programme/current-students/phd-representatives/

Administrative information and forms: PhD student lounge 

A doctoral school of the University of Vienna & 
the Medical University of Vienna

In partnership with
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Vienna BioCenter PhD Program
PhD selections

• Spring Call: 1 March – 15 April
Interviews end of May, latest PhD start date January 1st of the following year
• Autumn Call: 1 September – 15 October
Interviews end of November, latest PhD start date June 1st of the following year

All group leaders of the doctoral school review the written applications in April and October
Only recruiting PIs conduct the interviews

“Prime your PhD” introductory course 
Mandatory, 3 weeks full time: 
• In January-February (for PhD students recruited in Spring Call)
• In June-July (for PhD students recruited in Autumn Call)

Monday seminar 
Every Monday, 12:30 – 13:30
PhD students and Postdocs present (~ every 18 months)
Faculty provides feedback to the speakers after the seminar (13:30 – 14:00)



Vienna BioCenter PhD Program

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4

Research project

TIMELINE

1st TAC
& Doctoral Thesis 
Agreement

TAC: Thesis advisory committee meeting, the first TAC meeting takes place 6 months after the start of the contract
Mandatory mentoring meeting should be held annually. 

Flexible 
START date &

university registration

Seminars, Student retreats and Symposia, Journal clubs
Transferrable skills, Career development, & lots of support!

Prime your PhD 
intro course 
(~3 weeks)

2nd TAC 3rd TAC Thesis / Defense
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Contact us for questions!

Chiara Ceriotti
chiara.ceriotti@vbc.ac.at 

Theresa Hügel
theresa.huegel@univie.ac.at 

phdstudentlounge@maxperutzlabs.ac.at  

Chris Robinson
christopher.robinson@imp.ac.at 

Yan Sun
yan.sun@imp.ac.at 

Eva Schmid
eva.schmid@vbc.ac.at 

Carina Baskett
carina.baskett@gmi.oeaw.ac.at 
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